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To Keep the South 
Manitou Light
Anna Egan Smucker

2015 State History Award Winner
 
2006 , 6x9  ,  144  Pages
 18 black-and-white images
 $16.99 Paperback
ISBN 978-0-8143-3236-8      
eISBN 978-0-8143-3996-1

“For the older kids, Anna Egan 
Smucker has written a wonderful 
historical novel set on South Mani-
tou Island during the fall of 1871. 
Rich in historical detail, Smucker’s 

painstakingly researched book would be a great read-aloud experience 
in the classroom as well as in the kid’s room. Check out the author’s 
notes in the back since they explain how the research was done and 
outline the historical context of her characters, they are equally as fasci-
nating.”—Traverse City Record-Eagle

Under Michigan
The Story of 
Michigan’s Rocks 
and Fossils
Charles Ferguson Barker

 2005 , 8.5x11  ,  56  Pages
 25 color illustrations 
$18.99 Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-8143-3088-3
eISBN 978-0-8143-3649-6

“This book provides a most acces-
sible and enjoyable treatment of 
the beautiful and orderly layered 

rock ‘underworld’ of the Great Lakes region. Young and old alike may 
view the subtle surface topography of Michigan in a whole new way. 
The creative illustrations capture the imagination but, at the same time, 
are very accurate representations of subsurface geological structures.”
—Lynn Walter, University of Michigan

Anna Egan Smucker

Mail by the Pail
Colin Bergel
Illustrated by Mark Koenig

 2000 , 8.5x11  ,  32  Pages
 31 color illustrations  
$19.99 Hardcover
ISBN  978-0-8143-2890-3 

This is a delightful story that illus-
trates the mail delivery system for 
Great Lakes freighters. The J. W. 
Westcott Company operates the 
mailboat for the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice marine post offi ce in Detroit 

—the only mailboat that delivers mail to freighters while they are mov-
ing. The colorful pictures and expressive words in Mail by the Pail will 
interest young readers as well as anyone living in the states that border 
the Great Lakes.

Many of the books in this brochure are a part of 
the Great Lakes Books Series. This series special-
izes in books of regional interest and importance 
to Michigan and the entire Great Lakes region. The 
series includes titles on Michigan and regional his-

tory, the Upper Peninsula, military history, the Great Lakes and 
maritime history, Detroit history and culture, automotive history, 
art and architecture, literature, sports, ecology and the environ-
ment, and books for young readers.
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A Pocketful of
Passage
Loraine Campbell

2007, 5.5x7.5, 96 Pages
15 illustrations
$12.95 Paperback
ISBN 978-0-8143-3341-9
eISBN 978-0-8143-3555-0

“Campbell’s story is a fi tting tribute 
to Annie Bowen and the island and 
lighthouse she loved so well. It is a 
delightful read with just the right 
mix of childlike description and ad-
venture—suffi cient to captivate pre-

teens but short enough to share with younger audiences.”
—Craig Roney, professor of children’s literature at Wayne State University
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To the Copper 
Country 
Mihaela’s Journey  
Barbara Carney-Coston

 2017 ,  5.5x8.25 ,  144  Pages
 12 black-and-white images
 Ages 8-12, $14.99 Paperback
ISBN  978-0-8143-4363-0     
eISBN 978-0-8143-4364-7

“Meticulously researched and 
beautifully written, To the Copper 
Country is a compelling and un-
common immigrant story about 
the struggles of a Croatian farm-
ing family in an 1880s Michigan 

mining town. Based on the author’s ancestors, it will have readers 
wondering what happens next? even after they turn the last page.”
—Ellen R. Braaf, columnist and feature writer for ASK Magazine for 
Kids

 Bold Boys in 
Michigan History 
 Patricia Majher 

 2018 ,  5.5x8 ,  184  Pages
 35 black-and-white illustrations  
Ages 8-12, $14.99 Paperback
ISBN  978-0-8143-4454-5     
eISBN 978-0-8143-4455-2

“This narrative smartly describes 
athletes, inventors, scientists, sol-
diers, fi lmmakers, entrepreneurs, 
and musicians—Michigan boys 
who became leaders. Patricia 
Majher is a fi ne storyteller, and her 
straightforward prose encapsulates 
the lessons of challenge and suc-

cess in digestible nuggets. Readers of all ages will gain inspiration and 
enjoyment from these biographies. Even for lifelong Michiganders, there 
is something new to be learned in every chapter.”
—Joel Stone, senior curator, Detroit Historical Society

 Great Girls in 
Michigan History 
 Patricia Majher 

2015 State History Award Winner

2016 Independent Publishers   
Book Award Gold Medal Winner 

2016 Michigan Notable Book 
Award Winner

 2015 ,  5.5x8 ,  192  Pages
 30 black-and-white photographs  
Ages 8-12, $14.99 Paperback
ISBN  978-0-8143-4073-8 
eISBN 978-0-8143-4074-5  

“The girls included in this collection 
have diverse accomplishments and 

backgrounds and come from across the state. No other book focuses 
exclusively on the actions of Michigan’s girls. Young women reading 
this book will feel both the spark of curiosity to learn more about these 
historical fi gures and pride in knowing that Michigan girls achieve great 
things!” —Emily Fijol, former executive director of the Michigan 

Women’s Historical Center and Hall of Fame

Bold Boys in 
Michigan History
 Patricia Majher

2018 ,  5.5x8 ,  184  Pages
 35 black-and-white illustrations  
Ages 8-12, $14.99 Paperback
ISBN  978-0-8143-4454-5     
eISBN 978-0-8143-4455-2

“
athletes, inventors, scientists, sol-
diers, fi lmmakers, entrepreneurs, 
and musicians—Michigan boys 
who became leaders. Patricia 
Majher is a fi ne storyteller, and her 
straightforward prose encapsulates 
the lessons of challenge and suc-

 *Michigan Author* Patricia Majher is a former 
editor of Michigan History magazine and a museum 
professional who has held positions at institutions in-
cluding The Henry Ford and Mackinac State Historic 
Parks.  

 Great Girls in 
Michigan History 
 Patricia Majher 

2015 State History Award Winner

2016 Independent Publishers   
Book Award Gold Medal Winner 

2016 Michigan Notable Book 
Award Winner

2015 ,  5.5x8 ,  192  Pages
 30 black-and-white photographs  
Ages 8-12, $14.99 Paperback
ISBN  978-0-8143-4073-8 
eISBN 978-0-8143-4074-5  

“The girls included in this collection 
have diverse accomplishments and 

A Beaver Tale 
The Castors of 
Conners Creek  
Written and 
Illustrated by 
Gerald Wykes

 

2016 , 9 .5x9.5 ,  56  Pages
 30 full color illustrations
 Ages 8-12, $18.99 Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-8143-4181-0   
eISBN 978-0-8143-4182-7

“A Beaver Tale is an accurate account of the surprising reappearance 
of beavers in Detroit after 150 years.  Gerry Wykes’s artistic talent 
brings the beavers to life with engaging illustrations and the beaver 
facts will help us all to become beaver experts.” 
—Roberta Urbani, retired DTE Energy environmental planner

*Michigan Author* Gerald Wykes is a re-
tired museum and nature center director and 
freelance writer, illustrator, and presenter. He 
also occasionally steps out from behind the 
computer and drawing board as the French 
Canadian storyteller and voyageur Alexander 
Boyer.

A Beaver Tale 

Written and 

2016 Foreword Magazine 
INDIES Honorable Mention

2016 Midwest Book Awards 
Winner in the Illustration 
& the Children’s Nonfi ction 
Categories
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 The Colored Car 
 Jean Alicia Elster 

 2014 Paterson Prize for Books 
for Young People, Honor Book

2014 Midwest Book Awards 
Winner 

2014 Michigan Notable Book 
Award Winner

 2013 ,  5x7.5 ,  224  Pages  
Ages 8-12, $14.99 Paperback
ISBN  978-0-8143-3606-9 
eISBN 978-0-8143-3608-3 

“An emotional and compelling 
look at how the joys of daily life 
and the legacy of slavery affected 
children of the 1930s. We are in 
Patsy’s kitchen when she helps 
with daily chores in the 1930s, 
we’re in her train car to witness 
her horror and indignation at seg-
regation, and we are in her heart 
when she works at letting go of 
the anger.”
—Ruth McNally Barshaw, author 
of The Ellie McDoodle Diaries

 The Colored Car 
 Jean Alicia Elster 

2014 Paterson Prize for Books 
for Young People, Honor Book

2014 Midwest Book Awards 
Winner 

2014 Michigan Notable Book 
Award Winner

2013 ,  5x7.5 ,  224  Pages  
Ages 8-12, $14.99 Paperback
ISBN  978-0-8143-3606-9 
eISBN 978-0-8143-3608-3 

“
look at how the joys of daily life 
and the legacy of slavery affected 

 *Michigan Author* Jean Alicia Elster is a profes-
sional writer of fi ction for children and young adults. 
Her other books include I’ll Do the Right Thing; I’ll Fly 
My Own Plane; I Have a Dream, Too!; and Just Call 
Me Joe Joe. 

Of related 
interest:
Who’s 
Jim Hines?
by Jean 
Alicia Elster

Rosie, A Detroit 
Herstory
Bailey Sisoy Isgro
Illustrated by Nicole Lapointe

  2018 ,  8x10 ,  40  Pages  
30 full color illustrations
Ages 5-10, $16.99 Hardcover
ISBN  978-0-8143-4544-3 
eISBN 978-0-8143-4545-0 

Features informative, rhyming 
text beautifully illustrated original 
artwork. By the end of the story, 
readers will have a better under-

standing of who and what Rosie the Riveter really was, how Detroit be-
came a wartime industrial powerhouse, and why the legacy of women 
war workers is still so important. A glossary is provided for more difficult 
concepts, as well as a timeline of events. 




