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Revolution Detroit Shares What’s Working 
in City’s Reinvention

DETROIT, February 1, 2013--A follow-up to his award-winning 2010 work, Reimagining 
Detroit, this new volume from veteran Detroit Free Press reporter John Gallagher looks 
deeper at Detroit’s successes and failures in dealing with a shrinking population and tax 
base. Gallagher argues that Detroit’s experience can offer valuable lessons to other cit-
ies dealing with the same broken municipal model. Revolution Detroit also looks to the 
recent history of other cities, including Cleveland, Flint, Richmond, Philadelphia, and 
Youngstown, as well as overseas cities, including Manchester and Leipzig, to asses the 
best practices and obvious errors when it comes to reinventing our cities.

Revolution Detroit surveys four key areas: governance, education and crime, economic 
models, and the repurposing of vacant urban land. Among the topics Gallagher cov-
ers are effective new urban governance models developed in Cleveland and Detroit; 
new education models highlighting low-income-but-high-achievement schools and 
districts; creative new entrepreneurial business models emerging in Detroit and other 
post-industrial cities; and examples of successful repurposing of vacant urban land 
through urban agriculture, restoration of natural landscapes, and the use of art in pub-
lic places. He concludes with a cautious yet hopeful message that Detroit may prove 
to be the world’s most important venue for successful urban experimentation and that 
the reinvention portrayed in the book can be repeated in many cities. 

Gallagher’s extensive traveling and research, along with his long career covering urban 
redevelopment for the Detroit Free Press, has given him an unmatched perspective 
on Detroit’s story. Randal Charlton, former executive director of TechTown in Detroit 
writes, “John Gallagher turns what could be a dry academic treatise into a vibrant page 
turner, a carefully constructed narrative that weaves the colorful stories of politicians, 
city planners and ordinary people into identifying and solving the great challenges pre-
sented by the global move from a manufacturing economy to one that is knowledge-
based.”
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For more information or to interview the authors, please contact Sarah Murphy, Promo-
tions Manager, Wayne State University Press, (313) 577-6077 tel; (313) 577-6131 fax; 
murphysa@wayne.edu. To learn more about the Press, please visit wsupress.wayne.edu.
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