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In The World of a Few Minutes Ago, award-winning author Jack Driscoll renders ten 
stories from the point of view of characters aged fourteen to seventy-seven. With keen 
attention to the nuances of his characters, Driscoll explores both their attachments to 
the past and their as-yet-unseen futures as he considers relationships between loves, 
old friends, and parents and their children. All of the stories are set against the quiet, 
powerful northern Michigan landscape and share a sense of longing that is amplified 
by the beautiful but often unforgiving surroundings. 

Booklist says: “Ludicrous and tragic predicaments become vehicles for profound 
awakenings in Driscoll’s suspenseful, incisive, and compassionate stories of cam-
ouflaged wisdom.”

A twelve-year-old boy accompanies his father on a secret run to the slaughterhouse 
where he recently lost his job. A middle-aged divorcé waits to witness the execution 
of the man who murdered his daughter decades earlier. A seventy-seven-year-old man 
reassesses both his fifty-year marriage and his career as an AP war photographer. A 
sixteen-year-old girl drives through a snowstorm in a clandestine meeting with her 
driver’s education instructor. A twenty-something couple breaks into houses to ignite 
the passion in their relationship. Each story is carefully crafted and lovingly delivered, 
as characters weigh their own feelings against their complicated perceptions of other 
people and the action swirling around them. Driscoll’s Michigan shapes these people 
as surely as their grief and joy, as the setting often becomes a physical touchstone to 
which characters turn to navigate the immensity of the unknown universe.

Few authors have the flexibility of voice and the emotional range and depth of Driscoll, 
who is at his best in this collection. All readers will enjoy The World of A Few Minutes Ago. 

About the Author: Jack Driscoll is the author of four novels, four poetry collections, and 
the AWP Short Fiction Award winner Wanting Only to Be Heard. He has also received 
the Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Award, the PEN/Nelson Algren Fic-
tion Award, the Pushcart Editors’ Book Award, Pushcart Prizes, PEN Syndicated Fiction 
Awards, and Best American Short Story citations. He currently teaches in Pacific Univer-
sity’s acclaimed low-residency MFA program in Oregon.
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For more information or to interview the author, please contact Sarah Murphy, Promo-
tions Manager, Wayne State University Press, (313) 577-6077 tel; (313) 577-6131 fax; 
murphysa@wayne.edu. To learn more about the Press, please visit wsupress.wayne.edu.
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Made in Michigan Writers Series

The Made in Michigan Writers Series is devoted to highlighting the 
works of distinguished statewide writers to showcase Michigan’s diverse 
voices. Featuring the 2009 National Book Award Finalist American Salvage, 
by Bonnie Jo Campbell!


