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Listen. If 
Douglas Barbour

Description: Love to landscapes, politics to jazz; poems to read aloud for the 
joy of sound. 

Sales Tips:
• In this new collection, Douglas Barbour experiments with what he calls 

“rhythmically intense open form.” Listen. If presents technically innovative 
poetry that invites the reader to join in some serious play. 

• Thematically the poems range widely between personal reflections and 
aesthetic and political ideas. 

• Barbour riffs off Jennifer Warnes’ love songs, writes poems inspired by 
a variety of Impressionist and modern artists, and produces acrostic 
anti-war poems that reference the Iraq war. Other sections include a 
meditation on the seasons and a performative response to listening to 
various jazz ensembles.

• Barbour’s vivid, ekphrastic poems engage an ongoing conversation 
among artworks—not only classic paintings but also popular music—
while his lyric poems evoke places, moments, and feelings. 

• Using word play, allusion, riddles, and acrostics, Barbour has created a 
lively and playful collection that will engage readers with its wit.

• This is an improvisatory and linguistically interesting collection with a 
pleasing density of imagery and ideas.

• These poems yearn to be spoken aloud for the pure joy of sound.
• Robert Kroetsch Series; French flaps.

Audience: Readers of Canadian literature and poetry.

Similar Books: UAP published Barbour’s Continuations (2006) and 
Continuations 2 (2012). Other books of poetry include: Visible Visions: The 
Selected Poems of Douglas Barbour (1984), Story for a Saskatchewan Night 
(1989). Fragmenting Body etc. (2000), Breath Takes (2002), A Flame on the 
Spanish Stairs (2003).

Promotional Plans: Event in Edmonton, review mailing, media, conferences, 
advertising. 

Poet: Douglas Barbour lives in Edmonton. The author of several books of 
poetry and criticism, he was inducted into the City of Edmonton Arts & 
Culture Hall of Fame in 2003.
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