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Trudeau’s Tango 
Alberta Meets Pierre Elliott Trudeau, 1968–1972

Darryl Raymaker 

Description: An insightful history of the fractious early relationship between 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau and Alberta. 

Sales Tips:
• After the briefest of honeymoons in 1968, Pierre Trudeau’s government 

met Alberta’s conservative interests with bluntness and some insensitivity, 
generating antagonism that persists to this day. 

• Raymaker casts much needed light on an important part of the history of 
“the other Alberta,” that is to say, Albertans who do not fit the mould of 
people voting in droves for parties on the right. 

• Raymaker outlines the actions of both Trudeau and Liberal cabinet 
ministers as they dealt with difficult developments for oil, wheat and 
agriculture, inflation, and other factors. He efficiently summarizes the 
contexts while providing interesting vignettes and stories.

• The author’s extensive personal knowledge of people and events in the 
Liberal party enables him to provide a record which, interesting in its 
own right, will also be of use to those studying the interplay between 
provincial and federal politics in party structures in Canada.

• As individuals and scholars look at Alberta, they need to consider their 
“received history” to help them rethink their political assumptions. Part 
memoir, part chronicle, Trudeau’s Tango will certainly help that process.

• 33 B&W photographs, bibliography, notes, index.

Audience: Those interested in Canadian history, politics, economics, or the 
Canadian zeitgeist of the late 1960s.

Similar Books: Grant Notley, Second Edition (Leeson, 2016); Strength of 
Conviction (Thomas Mulcair);  Who We Are (Elizabeth May); Common Ground 
(Justin Trudeau); Children of the Broken Treaty (Charlie Angus).

Promotional Plans: Review mailing, media, conferences, advertising. 

Author: Darryl Raymaker was born, raised, and educated in Alberta, and 
practised law in Calgary for more than 50 years. His involvement in the 
Liberal Party began in 1963. He ran as a Liberal candidate four times and has 
served on the National Executive of the Liberal Party of Canada. In addition, 
Raymaker was Chairman of the Calgary Police Commission and has sat 
on the board of the Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Calgary 
Planning Commission, and various boards of publicly traded companies.
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