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Only Leave a Trace 
Meditations

Roger Epp | Rhonda Harder Epp, Illustrations

Description: Poetic meditations on leadership challenges as dean of a small 
university campus in rural Alberta. 

Sales Tips: 
• Roger Epp’s prose pieces strike a beautiful balance between life as an 

academic, a dean, a parent, and a citizen of various communities—all 
woven through and against the background of small town rural Alberta.

• He is a lovely, thoughtful, generous soul, sacrificing himself to his work, to 
his community of students and the community in which he resides. 

• He makes one harken back to another era, in college and small town life 
when everyone and everything were not instantaneously connected.

• These are moving meditations about the loneliness of the job, the 
experience of being a public figure who lacks privacy and is at the same 
time invisible as a person, and bearing secrets.

• The writing is spare, elegant, and understated. The pieces are in turn wry, 
thoughtful, elegiac, and observant.

• Following a rough chronology, the pieces create a narrative, inspired with 
a vivid poetic simplicity and reflective beauty.

• The art, by Roger’s life partner, is comprised of visual meditations on the 
subject of walls and what they “limit, obscure and divide.” The art exists in 
conversation with the prose pieces about what it means to be a university 
administrator who is looking for openings and walls to knock down, 
but also realizing that walls need to be built or defended, reinforced, 
straddled, leaned against, marked.

• 7 colour images.

Audience: A thoughtful, literate, general audience; it will particularly appeal 
to people engaged in education (especially at the post-secondary level). 

Similar Books: Dialogue on Love (Eve Sedgwick).

Promotional Plans: Event in Edmonton, review mailing, media, conferences, 
advertising. 

Author: Roger Epp is Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Alberta. He served as founding Dean of the University’s Augustana Campus 
in Camrose from 2004 to 2011. He is author of We are All Treaty People (UAP, 
2008) and co-editor of Writing Off the Rural West (UAP, 2001). He lives in 
Edmonton. 
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